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Equipping Faithful Men

A.  The Gospel

3. “The Penalty Paid By Christ”

Scripture Study:  II Corinthians 5:16-21

Memory Verse:  II Corinthians 5:21


Date Memorized______________

Reflection

When dealing with a non-Christian with the purpose of sharing the gospel of Christ, keep in mind that his behavior and perspective will reflect his world view.  When he questions the presence of so much suffering and evil, his belief system assures him that people are basically good; but evil and wickedness, are a result of one’s dysfunctional childhood; lack of self-esteem; an inadequate education, or being controlling by some impulse or addiction.

Therefore, the solution and cure for evil, according to this world view, seeks hope in psychological counseling, sociological redevelopment of the environment, or the passing of new and stricter laws to keep evil in check.  But, in spite of this, there continues to be moral awareness, a conscience in every human being that weighs what is fair or unfair, what is good and right or bad and wrong.  Sin and evil must be punished; good and right must be rewarded.

Our challenge as Christians is to help non-Christians see and understand our world from a Biblical perspective.  There is a God who is just and holy; all humanity has an inclination toward sin, our conscience bears it out, and the Bible clearly states that sin and evil will be punished and good and right will be rewarded.  The goal is to help them to understand that they will be judged by God’s standard of holiness.  Now the issue is who will bear God’s judgment.  We either must bear the punishment of our own sin….or someone else could and would bear it for us.

In this lesson, we will study why the Gospel of Christ is such good news.  In II Cor. 5:1-11 Paul has just written about standing at the judgment tribunal of Christ.  Now…how can we stand before Him?

A. Background Study

1. In the first part of vs. 11, Paul shares his motive for speaking to people about Christ.  What is that motive? (also see Heb. 10:31; Jude 22, 23).

2. How does the attitude Paul describes in vs. 12-13, help in living out our Christianity?

· What further factors does Paul bring up that continues to motivate him to share Christ? (vs. 14-15).
3. How does vs. 16 challenge you in the way you perceive people?  Explain the verse.

· According to vs. 17, how should you view yourself and fellow Christians?

4.   What has God done for the world and how should every Christian view him/herself? (vs. 18-20).
B. Memory Verse:  II Cor. 5:21
1. What two things does this verse tell you about Jesus?

· How did Jesus become “(be) sin for us”? (Isa. 53:4, 6, 9, 12; Gal. 3:13).

2. What did God do to Christ in our behalf? (I Pet. 2:22-24).

3. What does it mean to “become the righteousness of God”? (Rom.3:21-26).

· Where must we be to be declared ‘righteous’? (Jer. 23:6; John 15:5, I Cor. 1:30).
 4.   Without using “Christianese” (churchy language) how would you explain to a non-/Christian how Jesus took the penalty of their sin?

